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Working with Member States: the Strategy 

and action plan on healthy ageing in Europe, 

2012-2020: Eight interventions
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WHO World Report on Ageing and Health

& Global Strategy and action plan on ageing 

and health, 2016-2020 

• WHO Global strategy & action plan introduces 

LTC for the first time as separate strategic 

area of work in its own right as one of five 

strategic pillars

• World Report suggests to design LTC as 

integrated system in all countries; this will 

request major health and LTC reform for many 

countries



Large variations in the scope of LTC 

systems in overall health + LTC spending
12%

LTC



…and in the human resources available 

0.8 (home)

1.6 (institut.)



Will future expenditure growth be driven by 

ageing or improved coverage and quality of 

services?



Informal carers maintain a strong role

18.1% of

50+



Informal care givers in Europe



Decisions on LTC 

eligibility and 

generosity are 

ultimately linked to 

overall 

expectations of 

societies regarding 

the division of 

labour between 

families and public 

support





LTC expenditure continue to grow strongly

LTC 

growth 

post crisis



There are many ways for stronger 

investment in frailty prevention

• Age-friendly, supportive cities & communities

• Health promotion and disease prevention (e.g. 

physical activity; nutrition; vaccination)

• Access to assistive devices (staying mobile/ 

preventing falls)

• “Health promoting hospitals” / “Health 

promoting residential and LTC facilities”

• Better integration of care and specific care 

pathways (including for people with Dementia)



Work with local governments:

8 domains for age-friendly action



Influenza vaccination of 65+ falls short of 

75% goal in most countries
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